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For many years, one of the most frequently 
asked questions from member to our Insurance 
Broker and the BBKA, is whether or not the 
BBKA insurance policy covers their bees, hives 
and equipment and prior to today, the answer 
was NO. 

However, following discussions with many insur-
ers in partnership with our broker Towergate, 
we are pleased to advise that the BBKA has been able to arrange this 
additional insurance cover for members.  We would appreciate your 
comments and an indication of your interest so that we may gauge the 
level in the proposed scheme. 

There are still some details to be defined/clarified and agreed and ‘Yes’, 
‘the Devil can be in the detail’ but work has been undertaken to make 
this proposal as simple, straight forward and transparent as it can be so  
in essence, the proposal available is as follows:  

1.       The proposal is to introduce all-risks cover on hives, bees, and bee-
keeping equipment through a Lloyds Underwriter and currently, 
the one named exclusion would be for colony loss through bee dis-
ease. 

2. Such cover would be for up to 5 hives (each colony covered up to 
£1,000 per colony).  Stock - i.e. jars, candle wicks covered up to 
£250. 

 

3. The cost of this additional service is estimated to be between £5 
and £10 per member per annum.  

4. For those members with more than 5 hives, up to 20 hives costs an 
additional £10 plus insurance  tax: up to 40 hives an additional 
£15 plus insurance tax. 

5. Association apiaries - additionally covered will also be available for 
Association hives and equipment.                                          

Continues 

BBKA Bees & Equipment  
Insurance Proposal  
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The BBKA has been offered the service for a fixed cost based upon the total BBKA membership.  Whilst it 

is hoped that all Associations and members will avail themselves of the service being offered to us, we 

have tried to be pragmatic and therefore made calculations of cost based upon different levels of ‘take-
up’ which is why there is at this stage, an estimated cost range for the cover is quoted but that will be 
clarified in advance of any commitments by Associations/members. 
 

When the levels of interest have been expressed and assessed, we can then speedily clarify the details 
and calculate the actual cost per member but for this scheme to be viable, we need a very high take-up by 
all Area Associations /Branches and members. 
 

The BBKA will undertake the overall administration of the scheme but it will be the responsibility of the 
Area Association to submit the full membership details and payment to the BBKA for their Association in 
one transaction.  The policy will commence on the same date and therefore the whole process will have 
to be coordinated to meet a date which has yet to be agreed. 
 

To move this forward, we need to know your thoughts.  
 

As a final point and to make things very clear, this is not a BBKA income generation project nor is it linked 
to Capitation.  This initiative is a way of answering our members’ original question to provide an addi-
tional service to our membership albeit at an additional cost. 
 

 

David Teasdale 
BBKA Trustee 
david.teasdale@bbka.org.uk 
 
 
Ed - WSBKA members should make their thoughts known to any of their Division’s committee members as 
soon as possible.  If you are interested in BBKA providing such insurance please drop a note to your repre-
sentative.  If you are NOT interested in such an insurance also let your representative know.  Thank you. 
 

MANN LAKE Ltd 

Many will be aware that Mann Lake Ltd ceased trading in the UK as of 30th June this year. 
Sales in the UK had previously been managed by Bee-Equipment Ltd., on behalf of Mann Lake UK. 
 
Bee-Equipment Ltd is now going it alone and their new website provides all the products previously of-
fered by Mann Lake UK at the same prices. 
www.bee-equipment.co.uk  

mailto:david.teasdale@bbka.org.uk
http://www.bee-equipment.co.uk
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Honeybee Life-Cycle Wheel 

 

This handy device for new (and not so new) beekeepers is available as a free download from this web-
site:  
www.edinburghbeekeepers.org.uk/downloads/lifecycle_wheel_v4.pdf. 
Print both sheets, cut them to size, and then laminate to protect from the elements. 
A third wheel gives information about the life cycle of Varroa mites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reproduced courtesy of Edinburgh BKA via ebees 
2008 Copyright Mathew Richardson 

NDB Short Courses 

NDB are again running a number of short courses throughout England.  
All courses are generously subsidised from Defra’s Healthy Bees Plan.  All 
are run by NDB-qualified tutors and are restricted to small groups. 
 
A local course on ‘Seasonal Management’ will take place on 15th & 16th 
October in Surrey and there are further courses available in Devon, Bris-
tol and Manchester. 
 
For more information or to book a place on any of the courses visit the website:  
https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/short-courses/ 
 

BBKA Modules 

Members who intend to sit BBKA Modules on 12th November should send us their 

completed and countersigned application forms, with the appropriate cheque made pay-

able to BBKA, not later than the 14th September.   

 
Our address is; R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex. 
PO22 8LG.  Telephone 01243 584531 or mobile 07917 585424.   

Many thanks. 
 

Roger & Marion Brooks 
examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.edinburghbeekeepers.org.uk/downloads/lifecycle_wheel_v4.pdf
https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/short-courses/
mailto:examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th August - Meetings  at  the 

Pease Pottage teaching apiary - 9:30am to midday.  The ‘Buzz Club’ for 
younger members meets at 11am. 

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th August - Honey Harvesting 

Weekend at Nymans Garden (National Trust). 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 9th August - Apiary visit to Groves Farm, Colworth. 

Details of the Division’s activities from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th August - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   As well 

as the inspection of the bees different aspects of the craft will be covered.  Further details from Sue Elli-
ott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Friday 12th August - Apiary meeting at 6pm. 

Sunday 14th & Saturday 20th August - Apiary meeting at 2pm.   

Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Monday 1st August -  ‘Addressing the Sustainability of Beekeeping in the 

21st Century’ by Jamie Ellis and Surrey BKA.   East Horsley Village Hall, KT24 
6QT from 7:30pm.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Tuesday 20th - Thursday 22nd September - BIBBA Conference, Isle of Man.  See article in the June  

newsletter for further details. 

Sunday 16th October - London Honey Show - 11am to 4pm at the Westbourne Suite, Lancaster Ter-

race, London, W2 2TY.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Thursday 27th - Saturday 29th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ.   www.honeyshow.co.uk/.  See lead article in last month’s newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
I would like to thank Roger Patterson, who suggested I look at water and honey this 
month.  Now we all know that honey should contain 20% or less water and is made 
from nectar, which has a lot more, being up to 70% water.   The bees evaporate the 
excess water.  Now honey is funny stuff.  It is hygroscopic, which means it absorbs 
water from the air but if the relative humidity is low enough, water leaves the honey  
and goes into the air. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Relative humidity is a convenient way to indicate how much water the air is carrying.  We are comfortable 
between 30 and 70%.  Above 70% we say the air feels humid.  The chart below shows the equilibrium be-
tween relative humidity (RH) and water content of honey.  Thus honey with 20% water content will take 
up water if the RH is above 63 % but below that value, water will leave.  The lower the water content of 
the honey, the lower the equilibrium RH becomes.  Relative humidity in the UK is around 70% but can 
vary between 60 and 100%.  That means most days honey with 20% water content would absorb mois-
ture from the air. 

It is relatively easy to evaporate water from nectar initially but 
as the concentration of sugars increases, a lower RH is re-
quired to get down to the sort of water levels needed before 
honey is capped.  So how do bees remove the last of the wa-
ter in our moist climate?  They lower the humidity.  Arnia who 
produce hive recording systems, state that summer humidity 
readings in the brood box remain fairly stable at around 55%.  
To achieve this, the bees warm the incoming air.  Cold air 
holds less moisture than warm air so if it is warmed then the 
relative humidity goes down. The warm air from the brood 
box will rise up through the supers and pick up moisture from 
the nectar and then exit through the top or perhaps some 
moisture will condense on the cooler hive walls and run down.  
This would depend on outside ambient temperatures.  A rela-
tive humidity of 55% would, according to the graph, result in a 
minimum water content of around 17%, which is about what 
we get for extracted honey in UK. 

 
So the bees have made this near perfect honey and we extract it and put it in containers and forget about 
it until we go into our store months later.  Oh dear, the honey has set which is not a problem but the sur-
face often shows signs of fermentation.  Sometimes this can be scraped off and the honey saved, but at 
other times the whole bucket is ruined.  Two things cause this.  When crystals form, they hold less water 
than the original liquid honey, so the water concentration in the liquid between the crystals goes up.  It is 
here that the yeasts start to grow.  There is another factor at work, which can make fermentation worse. 
There is an air space above the honey and as that air is cooled, it contracts, drawing air in if the lid is not         

V OLU ME  6,  ISS UE  5  Page 5 

honey High humidity 

Low humidity 

air 

Data from Food Safety Management: A Practi-
cal Guide for the Food Industry by Yasmine Mo-
tarjemi & Huub Lelieveld  



We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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totally sealed.  This air will have a higher relative humidity and the water readily transfers to the surface 
of the honey.  If the room then warms up, the air in the bucket expands expelling some through the lid. 
This continued pumping in and out of air results in more and more water entering the honey surface.  This 
is one reason why it is best to store honey at an even temperature.  I hit upon the solution, which was to 
run a small domestic dehumidifier in my honey shed.  The result is no more buckets of fermented honey. 
The dehumidifier can do more.  It will lower the water content of uncapped honey, if it is a bit marginal 
for extraction.  The way to do this is to stand the super on its edge so that air can pass through between 
the frames.  Once extracted and in buckets it is harder to lower the water content with a dehumidifier but 
if it is kept warm at 30°C and a mesh placed over the bucket to keep pests out it can be done, but it takes 
time.  You can speed it up by using several containers to increase the surface area.  It is however better to 
buy a refractometer and test any honey that is not fully capped before you start to extract it.  A small 
quantity of honey, which is nearly ready to be capped, will have a slightly higher water content but will 
not affect the overall water content much.  Just watch out for any frames of nectar.  Some people use the 
shake test when assessing frames to extract.  If it’s nectar it comes out, but if it is honey it stays in the 
cells.  I just prefer to have a number.   
 
Here’s hoping you have lots of good honey to extract this month. 
 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

